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To take stock of the past year, Artforum asked an international group of artists to select a single exhibition or

event that most memorably captured their eye in 2018.

KATHE BURKHART

Judith Barry (Mary Boone Gallery, New York) Barry’s
“... Cairo stories,” 2003—-2011, rests somewhere between
documentary and drama. Since her interviewees felt freer
speaking anonymously, their texts about life, love, work,
and the Arab Spring were transcribed and translated. In
the resulting works, which were nine years in the making,
she problematizes testimony from the standard-issue
talking head by its delivery through actresses. In her video
installation, fifteen women fade in and out of velvety black
backgrounds in four groups of vertical monitors paired with
still photographs. As in a game of musical chairs, viewers
had to constantly shift position to see them all. Embodying
collective experience with an intersectional twist that opens
doorways to our shared humanity, the work reminded me

that the personal is still political and the self is but a mask.
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Judith Barry, Cairo Stories (Ayousha), 2010-11, digital video,
color, sound, 24 minutes.

Judith Barry Studio / www.judithbarrystudio.com




